Crystal Fabrics in Calcium Sulphate Deposits

ABSTRACT

Three broad stuges can be distinguished tn the
ceolution of ervsial fabrics of celcium sulphate de-
posits. These are: (1} the depasitional phase; this
meludes penecontempuoraneous diagenesis; (2) the
burial phase, whick may pass mio melamorphism,
and (3) the exhumation plase. The febrics are pro-
duced by two tvpes of processes: mechanical und
chemivel. Mechenical processes include growth by
displacement during the deposittond phase,
compaction in the course aof burad, and release of
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overburden during exhumatton. Chemical processes
comprise direct precipitation of runerals from
solutton and mineral replacements. Both direct
precipitation and replucement may operate m the
depositional, buriel and exhumaiion phases.

Recent research on present day evaporites has
thrown new Lght on the depositional phase of
some modes af evaporite formativa, and this paper
reviews crystal fobrics of caleium sulphate deposits
against the background of current rescarch omn
Recent sediments.
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